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Samoa Dunes and Wetlands Conservation Area

YOUR CONSERVATION LEGACY
Thanks to you and your support, Friends of the Dunes and our many partners have completed a historic
conservation acquisition to forever protect the Samoa Dunes and Wetlands Conservation Area, an ecologically
important 357-acre coastal dune and bayfront property that includes the former Dog Ranch. These stunning
dunes include 139 acres of Sitka spruce and shore pine forest—the furthest southern extent of this forest type in
the world, and a diverse wonderland that you can explore on existing routes and trails. The Samoa Dunes and
Wetlands Conservation Area abuts the Manila Dunes Recreation Area, which connects to the Humboldt Coastal
Nature Center, Ma-le’l Dunes, and the Lanphere Dunes, creating a contiguous protected area of more than 1,600
acres managed for habitat conservation and appropriate public access.
This project fulfills a conservation legacy—yours. Your support of coastal dune conservation and Friends of the
Dunes, both this last year and over many years, is what made this project possible.
The origins of this landmark conservation deal stretch back more than a decade, when Friends of the Dunes
initially sought to purchase the northern portion of this property with the support of the California Coastal
Conservancy. A conservation deal was lined up, until Friends of the Dunes was outbid at the 11th hour by
Security National.
(Continued on page 2)
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This time around, Friends of the Dunes worked
collaboratively with Security National, the Humboldt
Bay
Harbor
District,
the
California
Coastal
Conservancy, the Wildlife Conservation Board, and the
California Natural Resources Agency to forge a
conservation deal that could benefit the land and our
community.
“In conservation, we rely on solid, trust-based
partnerships, and there were so many incredible
partners in this project,” said Mike Cipra, Friends of
the Dunes’ Executive Director. “In addition to the
funding agencies, there was really strong leadership
from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife,
the Coastal Conservancy, the Harbor District, our
Humboldt County Supervisors Virginia Bass and Mike
Wilson, and the Wiyot Tribe. By working together, we
have conserved a profound coastal dune forest,
diverse wetlands, healthy habitat for wildlife and for
rare native plants, and a truly special place where
people can find inspiration in nature.”
Friends of the Dunes will serve as the interim
landowner and steward of this special place while we
work with our partners at the Bureau of Land
Management, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the
Humboldt Bay Harbor District, Humboldt County, the
Coastal Conservancy, and the Wiyot Tribe to
determine what ownership or management is in the
best long-term interests of this land and our
community. We do not plan to do any development of
trails, parking areas, or restoration activities during
our time as interim land manager.
Fortunately for our community, there is an extensive
network of already-existing routes and trails on the
Samoa Dunes and Wetlands Conservation Area for
those interested in hiking or riding horses on the
property (for resource protection, ATVs and bikes are
not allowed—for a more detailed outline of property
guidelines and temporary regulations, visit our website
at friendsofthedunes.org/property and click on the
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Menzies' Wallflowers are abundant on the open dunes of this newly
established conservation area.

Admiring old-growth Douglas fir in the forest of Samoa Dunes and
Wetlands Conservation Area.

Samoa Dunes and Wetlands FAQs—you can also
download a map of the property). The property’s
existing network of routes and trails can be accessed
via the Waterline Trail from either the north at Manila
Community Services District or the south at the Power
Poles beach parking area in Samoa.
Friends of the Dunes has already started leading smallgroup tours of the Samoa Dunes and Wetlands
Conservation Area, in alignment with public health
guidance. Check our calendar or our email newsletters
in order to sign up for one of these guided tours. And
if you’d like to help us steward this land, we can use
your help! To learn more about becoming a Trail
Steward for the Samoa Dunes and Wetlands, email us
at info@friendsofthedunes.org. If you’d like to help out
with a donation to the Samoa Dunes and Wetlands
Stewardship Fund, those contributions are greatly
appreciated.
The Samoa Dunes and Wetlands Conservation Area is
the product of years of work, partnership-building,
and keeping faith with our community. It’s the
culmination of years of your thoughtful support of
Friends of the Dunes and coastal conservation.
Together, we’ve created a legacy. Let’s continue the
work to explore, restore, share, and steward our
amazing coastal dunes.

A SEASON OF CHANGE
Coastal Naturalist Training 2020:
Adapting to a Changing Social Landscape
Suzie Fortner, Programs & Operations Director
Adaptation: the act or process of changing to better
suit a situation.
Adaptation has always been a key term in our nature
education programs, whether those programs are for
K-12 students or adults. I’ve discussed adaptations of
certain plants and animals countless times while
teaching students of all ages about our diverse coastal
ecosystems. This year, adaptation has a whole new
significance to me as a Program Director. We’ve had
to adapt to new ways of interacting with one another
that were unimaginable a year ago. But like many
species found in our coastal dunes, we are resilient.
We are finding new ways to engage our community in
coastal conservation during a time while many are
seeking solace in nature.

were able to offer the Coastal Naturalist Training in a
new and experimental format. “Classroom” sessions
took place over Zoom and featured virtual lectures
from an impressive line-up of local experts. Field
sessions took place in “pods” (the Orca Pod and the
Beach Pea Pod) each consisting of 8 participants and a
Teaching Assistant who wore masks and maintained
distance from each other and from the guest field
instructors. Over the course of six weeks, program
participants were immersed in Humboldt’s coastal
environments with a wide range of topics including
Indigenous Traditional Knowledge & Stewardship,
Geology, Intertidal Ecology, Flora of the Dunes,
Pinnipeds of the Northcoast, Coastal Resiliency to Sea
Level Rise, and much more.
(Continued on page 4)

This year’s Coastal Naturalist Training is just one of
many ways in which Friends of the Dunes has been
adapting to a changing social landscape. Thanks to
our partners at the Trinidad Coastal Land Trust, we

Coastal Naturalist participants exploring the tidepools at Baker Beach in Trinidad
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Naturalist Notes
Awesome Stuff
By Cassidy Thorpe
I learned so much awesome stuff
About how life in nature's rough
So all the organisms have to be tough
They can adapt
Because they are tapped
Into Earth, it's all about death and rebirth

Adam Canter, Botanist with the Wiyot Tribe, leading an Ethnobotany
hike at Ma-le'l Dunes North

Despite circumstances that prevented us from crowding
around an interesting plant or sharing binoculars, this
year’s cohort of naturalists were excited to engage with
each other, with local content experts, and with the
natural world around them.
Like all of our programs, this one would not be possible
without the help of volunteers. All of our Guest
Lecturers and Field Guides volunteered their time to
share their knowledge and expertise with our programs
participants. Thank you! Our partnership with the
Trinidad Coastal Land Trust allowed us to offer the
program at a minimal fee and to provide several
scholarships to People of Color.
Despite the challenges of 2020, I am grateful that we
were able to continue connecting people with nature
through this program that inspires stewardship of our
coastal ecosystems. I can’t think of a better way to sum
up the experience than sharing the words of our
youngest Coastal Naturalist participant, Cassidy Thorpe,
age 15, as this issue's Naturalist Notes.

Take those seabirds who
Lay eggs specially designed to
Stay on the rocks
So they don't get lost
But those rocks aren't just rocks
They’re a monument
Look along the coastline
They are prominent
Over 20,000 sea stacks
Constantly being wracked
By waves
And forming caves
See that organism it has two holes
One where things come
And one where thing go
And that barnacle
I used to think it was terrible
But now I know it's cool
And that the rule
Of the intertidal zone
Is that if you can find space you can make
your home
I saw two rocks that looked kind of the
same
But hardness is the name of the game
Green chert is really hard
But greenstone is so soft it could be cut by
lard
And I already knew blue goo was cool
But now I know it has another name too:
Franciscan Melange is what its called
Next time I get it on me I wont be appalled
And then I discovered spores
Those tiny cells are bored
Into my brain
I sure hope I retain
All the awesome stuff
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Coastal Naturalist participants, masked & ready to learn

A SEASON OF CHANGE

Twentytwenty, painting by Matt Beard

Events in the Time of COVID
By Sophie Hamann, Outreach Manager

Our last newsletter found us all in the early months of
COVID, when we were still scrambling for toilet paper,
and thinking that this thing would be a distant memory
by summer. Eight months in, and you’d think we’d be
expert at online events, right? The truth is, we are all
still learning to adapt to this new way of reaching you,
our members.
We have all become increasingly reliant on technology,
be it daily Zoom calls, excel spreadsheets, or social
media. Although these were all handy in the before
times, now it is our main mode of communication and
the most important tool in our tool box. When it comes
time to plan our events, we have to acknowledge that
COVID is the shadow that lurks in the corner,
attempting to prevent us from moving forward. But the
crafty
use
of
technology,
teamwork,
pure
determination, flexibility and a lot of hand sanitizer is
what empowers us to continue our mission and resume
our events, education programs, and restoration
workdays.
The real test came mere weeks ago, in the form of Wine
by the Screen, previously known as Wine by the Sea.

Many things were the same-- the wine, the music,
the art-- but the execution and setting were very
different. In planning this event, we came to realize
that technology would be both a barrier and a saving
grace. After acknowledging our technological
shortcomings, we decided to hire outside help, which
ultimately led to the success of our first online event.
The Spindrifters performed beautifully from the
empty Nature Center, and Matt Beard painted a
masterpiece from atop the dunes, all the while we
broadcasted live to your homes as you enjoyed local
wine and food from our Pour and Restore Care
Packages.
Wine by the Screen would not have been possible
without our generous supporters, donors, and
business partners. We want to give a special thank
you to all who donated to our online silent auction,
and to the wineries and businesses that donated
items to fill the Pour and Restore Care Packages.
Although online events can never fully replace what
comes with gathering and celebrating coastal
conservation in person, we sure can try! Our beloved
dunes, members, and volunteers are the foundation
of Friends of the Dunes, and with your continued
support we remain resilient.
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A SEASON OF CHANGE

School Education: Adapting Bay to Dunes
By Daisy Ambriz-Peres, Education Coordinator

The million-dollar question is: how do we adapt
outdoor field trips to online work? The truth is, there
is no substitute for a child going outside, getting
their hands dirty, and playing in the natural world
around them. The only thing we could do from our
side of the screen is initiate that vital spark of
curiosity of what lives beyond their computer. And
so, the quest of creativity began! We gathered with a
committee to brainstorm our next course of action.
We decided to create a rising new nature *YouTube
Star*, me! The next Steve Irwin! Forget the Kratt
Brothers, it’s Monarch Daisy to the rescue. It was a
golden idea and then the camera started rolling.
One, two, three, go! “Oh hi there, my nature name is
Monarch D...D… Oh no, I forgot my name!! Cut the
camera!”
Stuttering over my own name was a little
disheartening but I continued on with a smile. After
some much needed editing, we finished our first
video of the Jr. Naturalist series where I teach
children how to keep a Nature Journal and how to
make their own using household supplies.
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We are currently working on our next video which
will feature shorebirds. I will teach children about
bird adaptations, migration, field guides and how to
birdwatch in their own backyard.
In every video of the series, we will connect
overarching ecological themes with activities that
children could accomplish exploring their own urban
green space. These videos will be distributed to our
local elementary schools for teachers to share with
their students. Friends of the Dunes will be creating
accompanying Naturalist Kits that teachers or
individuals can check out for days at a time. These
Kits will contain bird guides, tracking guides,
binoculars, magnifying glasses, dip nets, and more.
These items will further enhance a child’s ability to
discover and observe the natural world around them.
We hope that looking at a roly poly under the
magnifying glass will spark a curiosity for ecology and
will nurture a lifelong love for nature.
If you have little ones at home, subscribe to our
Friends of the Dunes YouTube Channel and stay
tuned for more Jr. Naturalist videos! Explore with
them, and remember, stay curious.

A SEASON OF CHANGE
Playas, Dunas y Humedales
The Humboldt Beaches, Dunes, and Wetlands Map &
Guide will now be available in Spanish! We have
translated this guide to Spanish, thanks to support
from the Redwood Community Action Agency, in order
to better help our community connect with coastal
environments. This map and guide highlights coastal
properties
managed
for
public
access
and
conservation, with land managers and use regulations
listed for each site. An interpretive panel on the back
of the guide acknowledges the past and present
significance of these coastal lands to the Wiyot people
and delves into beach, dune, and wetland ecology.
Learn about endangered species, coastal habitat
restoration, and tips for responsibly enjoying coastal
environments. To obtain a Spanish version of
Humboldt Beaches, Dunes, and Wetlands Map and
Guide, please email info@friendsofthedunes.org.

¡El Mapa y Guía de las Playas, Dunas y Humedales de
Humboldt ahora estará disponible en español! Hemos
traducido esta guía en español, gracias al apoyo de
Redwood Community Action Agency, para ayudar a
nuestra comunidad a conectarse con los entornos
costeros. Este mapa y guía destaca las propiedades
costeras administradas para el acceso público y la
conservación, con administradores de tierras y
regulaciones de uso enumeradas para cada sitio. Un
panel interpretativo en la parte posterior de la guía
reconoce la importancia pasada y presente de estas
tierras costeras para la gente de la tribu Wiyot.
Aprenda sobre especies en peligro de extinción,
restauración del hábitat costero, consejos para
disfrutar responsablemente de los ambientes costeros,
y ecología. Para obtener una versión en español del
Mapa y Guía de Playas, Dunas y Humedales de
Humboldt,
envíe
un
correo
electrónico
a
info@friendsofthedunes.org.

Keeping Our Distance
and Invasive Plants at Bay
We have begun hosting socially distanced workdays,
accommodating up to 9 volunteers per leader. Each
group meets masked and remains masked until
reaching the pre-setup worksites, which have been
spaced at least 12 feet apart.
There,
participants may de-mask if they feel
comfortable. Ma-le’l Dunes South workdays continue
to take place on the second Sunday of each month,
and starting in January 2021, every second Saturday at
the Humboldt Coastal Nature Center. Please email
Dante@friendsofthedunes.org to RSVP or for more
information.

Playas, Dunas y Humedales Mapa y Guia
Physically distanced restoration at Ma-le'l Dunes South
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VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT
Carol Ralph
Carol Ralph loves native plants, and she has a passion-and a talent-- for sharing that love.
“One of my favorite native plants is dune knotweed,”
she said. “It became one of my favorite dune plants
when I learned that it blooms all year round—that it can
give the native bees pollen at any time of year.”
This admiration for the generosity of nature is
reflected in Carol’s own generosity as a community
volunteer for the California Native Plant Society
(CNPS), and in her volunteer naturalist-led walks for
Friends of the Dunes.
Carol serves as the longstanding President of the CNPS
North Coast Chapter, a strong partner and sister
organization of Friends of the Dunes. (“They joke and
say I’m President-for-Life,” she confided. “I’m pretty
sure that’s not a good idea.”)
As a volunteer docent for Friends of the Dunes from
the beginning--she attended our very first docent
training-- Carol’s combination of botanical and
ecosystem knowledge, and her ability to share native
plant discoveries large and small make her programs
among the most popular we offer. It was fitting that the
first program Friends of the Dunes offered after getting
approval from Humboldt County Public Health was
Carol’s remarkable orchid walk, as the dune orchids
rose from the sand and bloomed in early August.

“The best part of volunteering for
Friends of the Dunes is the people who
come on the walks—they’re always so
interested and interesting,” Carol said.
“After the walk, I feel excited by those
interactions, whether it’s a new
question to follow up on or a new way
of seeing a plant.”
4
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“The best part of volunteering for Friends of the Dunes
is the people who come on the walks—they’re always so
interested and interesting,” Carol said. “After the walk, I
feel excited by those interactions, whether it’s a new
question to follow up on or a new way of seeing a
plant.”
Carol and her husband CJ Ralph have been part of the
Friends of the Dunes family since the very beginning of
our organization. The Ralphs moved to Humboldt
County in 1982, when The Nature Conservancy owned
the Lanphere Dunes. Carol participated in one of the
early Lupine Bashes—there’s photographic evidence—
while CJ served as the Friends of the Dunes’ first
treasurer, long before this organization was an
incorporated nonprofit.
“I’ve always said that Friends of the Dunes is my
favorite local nonprofit, because it is so good at
communicating,” said Carol. “Whether it is through
community education programs, or school education
programs, or by organizing restoration workdays,
Friends of the Dunes is really good at bringing people
together for conservation.”
We at Friends of the Dunes know that the main reason
we’re good at communicating is because of special
volunteers like Carol Ralph.

Thank you
SUSTAINING, NEW &
RENEWING MEMBERS
Linda Alm
Eli Asarian & Amy Livingston
Daniel Barton
Richard & Chris Beresford
Bruce & Petra Bingham
Pat Bitton
Harry Blumenthal
Lynne Bohn
Debra Burstiner
Donna & Jim Clark
Patty Demant
Robert Earl
Yvonne Everett & Judith Mayer
Colin Fiske
Corinne Frugoni
Spring Garrett & Mitchell Higa
William Hagen
Susan Halpin
Mark & Eileen Hemphill-Haley
Chris Heppe & Sheila Rocker-Heppe
Lisa Hoover
Ted & Cindy Humphry
Nancy Ihara
Bojan Ingle
Sandra Jerabek
Matt Johnson & Jessie Hunt
David Johnson
Carolyn & Tom Jones
Jeannine Kaprielian & Roy Marin
Phyllis Kellogg
Kathie Kelly
Hollie Klingel
Melissa & Todd Kraemer
Tony LaBanca
Mary Ellen Lee
Jim Lennen
Gordan Leppig & Julie Neander
Karen Lu
Rebecca Zettler & Kit Mann
Gaela Mitchell
Keith & Mariel Morison
Robert Rasmussen
Tamara Gedik & Michael Richardson
William Richardson
Kenneth Sanchez
Jennifer Savage
Michael Seeber
Dale Preston & Kay Sennott

Janina Shayne
Richard Swisher
Marcia Thorndike
Joe Tyburczy
Friday Ululani
Rees Hughes & Amy Uyeki
Emily Walter & Trevor Estlow
Lianna Winkler-Prins
Stephanie & Bill Witzel
John Woolley
Paul & Margaret Abels
Tom & Katy Allen
Karen Angel & Martin Morgan
Anthropocene Institute LLC
John Ash
Christine Aus & Jim Gurman
Susan Barnstein
Barbara Barratt
Virginia Bass
Gayle & Michael Blomme
Lucia Boyer & Aaron Karl
Lucinda & Scott Bradshaw
Beth Brown
Pete Carlson
Neal & Barbara Carnan
Mike & Jane Cipra
Wayne Clark
Barbara Clucas & Adam Canepa
Rachel Coit
Jane Cole
Maya Conrad
Nathan Copple & Ellen Weiss
Nancy Correll
James Cotton & Kim Puckett
Pat Crosby & Bob Miranda
Tamar Danufsky
Kit & Nan Davenport
Jill & Scott Demers
Nancy Diamond & David Hankin
Moira Donohoe
Kitty & Homi Donohoe
Mike Dronkers
William Polk & Mary Dunn
Richard Engel & Basilia Lopez
George & Ruth Epperson
Ward Estelle
Karmen & Tom Estlow
Peggy Falk

Friends of the Dunes is dedicated to
conserving the natural diversity of
coastal environments in Humboldt
County, California, through
community supported education
and stewardship programs.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Carol Vander Meer
VICE PRESIDENT
Susannah Manning
TREASURER
Sarah West
SECRETARY
Carla Avila-Martinez
Wil Franklin
Tamara Gedik
Benjamin Lardiere
John St. Marie
Stephanie Witzel

FRIENDS OF THE
DUNES STAFF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mike Cipra
PROGRAMS & OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Suzie Fortner
OUTREACH & OPERATIONS
MANAGER
Sophie Hamann
RESTORATION MANAGER
Dante Ryman
EDUCATION & STEWARDSHIP
COORDINATOR
Daisy Ambriz
GIS SPECIALIST
Ginevra Ryman
BOOKKEEPER
Patty O'Neal
RESTORATION INTERN
Steph Morian
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS CONTINUED
Peggy Falk
Trude Frazer
Thea Gast
Tamara Gedik
Kaitlyn Gentilin
Neil & Esther Gilchrist
Olga Gomes
Lori Goodman
Shayne & Lindsay Green
Roy Grieshaber
Sallie Grover
Gustafson/Ehlert Household
Sophie Hamann
Sue Hankins
Jenny Hanson
Debra Hartridge
Jolie Harvey
Peter & Pat Hecht
Sue Hilton
Judith Hinman
David Hitchcock & Danelle Merz
Jeff Hogue
Nicole Holland
Susan Penny Holt
Chris & Lee House
HWR Engineering & Science
David Imper & Colleen Haining
Karen Isa
Jeff Jacobsen
Betty Jain
Robert Jenny & Aurora Wilhelm
David Johnson
Kay Johnson
Ron & Melanie Johnson
Patti Johnson
Barbara & Paul Kelly
Cassie Kemic
Erik Kenas
Jack & Ellen Koehler
Maria & Tom Krenek
Heather Kyte
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Bethel Laborde & Michael Stuart
Laurie Lansing
Benjamin Lardiere
Peter LaVallee
Carlton Lee
Linda Lee & Vaden Jantz
Rebecca Leuck
Byrd Lochtie
Mary Ann Madej & Alan Wolski
Claire Magneson
Niko Malkovich
Sheila Marks
Gayle Martin
David & Karen Mast
Sarah McCaughey
Carol McNeill
Pamela Mendelsohn
Audrey Miller
Lorraine Miller-Wolf
Clark Mitchel
Emily Moloney
Jim & Sue Moore
Stuart Moskowitz
David Mulhern
Patricia O'Neal
Felicia Oldfather & Dave Bitts
Joann & Eric Olson
Ray Olson & Moonlight Macumber
Brenda & George Pease
Darlene Peck
Bob Peck
Claire & Eugene Perricelli
Ellen Pimentel
Virginia Plambeck
Charles Powell
Mary Powell
Carol & CJ Ralph
Terry Raymer
Barbara Reisman
Richard Ridenhour
Jason Robo, in memory of
Frances R. Larson

Martha Ronk & Dale Wright
Lynda Roush
Richard Salzman
John & Nhuquynh Schafer
Iris Schencke
Richard Self & Susie Rehg
Emily Siegel
Emily Sinkhorn & Dan Ehresman
Bruce Slightom
James Smith
Jack Sniado
Danny Sokolsky
Sandi Sommer
Craig Spjut
Nancy Spruance
John St. Marie
Barbara Stach
Charles & Iona Stamps
Lee Stamps
Claire Sugihara
Ryan Sugihara
Kim Tays & Stan Binnie
Tim Theiss
Donna & Ronald Thompson
Michael & Christine van Hattem
Michael Van Zee
Carol & Steven Vander Meer
Carolyn Vander Meer
Peter & Laura Vander Meer
Darin Vitolo
Al Vogel
Pamela Wat
Lynne Wells
Berti Welty & Jo Weisgerber
Jane Wilson
Nora Winge
Lynn Wright
Vince Yorton, Phaela Peck, Emelia
Yorton
Melissa & Bill Zielinski
Charles & Anna M. Pedrazzini Private
Charitable Foundation

Physically distanced restoration at Ma-le'l Dunes South

Support us by supporting our
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UPCOMING EVENTS
12/5

Lanphere Dunes Guided Walk
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

12/13

Humboldt Coastal Resilience
Project King Tide Walk
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

12/13

Ma-le'l Dunes South Restoration
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Would you like to see the Dunesberry in color?

Contact info@friendsofthedunes.org to receive
Dunesberry by email, or view it in color at
friendsofthedunes.org/about.
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